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The ideas below are thought starters for parents or teachers to use in conjunction 

with Kangaroo’s Shoes as learning tool. Have fun reading! 

Pre-School 

 Animals 

1. Ask the students if they have ever heard of any of the animals mentioned in the book:  

Kangaroo, Platypus, Kookaburra, Duck, Mouse, Goose, Pigs, Ewes 

2. Ask the students to describe what those animals look like 

3. Ask the students to guess what noises those animals make 

a. Here is a link to a web video showing a “laughing” Kookaburra 

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=3808304573841392701# 

(Children will find it funny to imitate) 

4. Ask the students where they would expect to find those animals 

Possible responses include: a farm, a zoo, Australia, the water 

 

 Colors 

1. Ask the students to name the colors of each letter in the highlighted alphabet 

 

 Letters 

1. Ask students to play “I Spy” with the letters of the alphabet. As they read the story, identify 

the highlighted letters. 

2. Letter K lesson – Kangaroo and Kookaburra 

 
 Counting 

1. Ask the students to count how many times they hear the word “Kangaroo.” 

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=3808304573841392701
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 Feeling/Emotions 

1. Ask the students if they have ever lost something.  How did that make them feel? 

2. Ask the students how Little Joey Kangaroo may have felt when he lost his new school shoes. 

3. Ask the students how Little Joey Kangaroo felt when he found his shoes. 

4. Ask the students how Mama Kangaroo felt when Joey was missing. 

5. Ask the students how little Joey Kangaroo felt when he hugged his Mama. 

(Alternately, students could draw happy, sad, or afraid faces on paper to show their answers) 

 Self Help 

1. Ask the students to recall Little Joey Kangaroo’s morning routine. Discuss what they do in the 

morning before going to school. 

(For ex. He brushed his teeth, he combed his hair).  

 

Discuss what they do in the morning before going to school. 

 

 Music 

1. Kookaburra Sits in the Old Gum Tree 

 

 Art / Motor Skills 

1. Provide students with a cardboard cutout of a shoe. Hole punch where the laces would be.  Allow 

students to thread yard through the holes to replicate tying Kangaroo’s shoes. 
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K-6 Grades 

 Animals 

1. Ask the students if they have ever heard of any of the animals mentioned in the book: 

Kangaroo, Platypus, Kookaburra, Duck, Mouse, Goose, Pigs, Ewes 

2. Ask the students to describe what those animals look like 

3. Ask the students to guess what noises those animals make 

4. Ask the students where they would expect to find those animals 

(Possible responses include: a farm, a zoo, Australia, the water) 

 

 Colors 

1. Ask the students to name the colors of each letter in the highlighted alphabet 

 

 Letters and Reading 

1. Ask students to play “I Spy” with the letters of the alphabet. As they read the story, identify 

the highlighted letters. 

2. Vowel lesson – Letter “o” 

3. Advanced Vowel lesson – Ask the students to be Double Vowel Detectives and find two 

vowels next to each other in a word, (ex. Kangaroo) 

 

Further discussion around vowel pairings that sounds like “oo” but are spelled differently, 

such as “oe” in “shoes.” 

 

 Rhyming 

1. Teaching reading through rhyme can help make the task both easier and more fun, teach 

important language skills, and teach language patterns and structure.  
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Ask the students to circle any words that rhyme with “shoes.” 

 

 Counting 

1. Ask the students to count how many times they hear or see the word “Kangaroo.” 

 

 Feeling/Emotions 

6. Ask the students if they have ever lost something.  How did that make them feel? 

7. Ask the students how Little Joey Kangaroo may have felt when he lost his new school shoes? 

8. Ask the students how Little Joey Kangaroo felt when he found his shoes. 

9. Ask the students how Mama Kangaroo felt when Joey was missing? 

10. Ask the students how little Joey Kangaroo felt when he hugged his Mama? 

(Alternately, students could draw happy, sad, or afraid faces on paper to show their answers) 

 Self Help 

1. Ask the students to recall Little Joey Kangaroo’s morning routine  

(For ex. He brushed his teeth, he combed his hair).  

Discuss what they do in the morning before going to school. 

 

 Art/Motor Skills 

1. Ask the students to draw or trace their own shoe 

 

 Music 

1. Kookaburra Sits in the Old Gum Tree 
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Middle / High School 

 Creative Writing 

1. Write a short story using animal characters  

2. Write a short story set in Australia 

 

 Science/ Biology 

1. A lesson about marsupials 

2. Animals in Australia 

 

 Rhyming 

1. Write a short story using rhyme 

2. What other words rhyme with “shoes” that were not used in the story? 

 

 Art 

1. Ask the students to select an animal from the book and recreate their own interpretation of the 

character if they had been the illustrator. 

 

For advanced difficulty, add shading and scene detail 

 

2. Find a picture of a Kangaroo, Kookaburra, or Platypus in their natural habitat and sketch a 

realistic replica. 

 


